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Transcript 
James T. Jeremiah: 
I want to think with you for these mornings about the Parable of the Good Samaritan. I think here in this 
portion of scripture, we have a lot to say to us about the meaning of evangelism. I think today I am going 
to read it, at least part of it, and then will comment on some of it and we want to spend some time in 
prayer. So I do not want to take all the hour, all the time, but if you will open your Bibles to the 10th 
chapter of Luke, beginning with verse 25, we will read a few verses here. Beautiful story, one that always 
comes close home and to those who say the Bible isn't relevant, here is another relevant, piercing story. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
Behold, a certain lawyer stood up and tempted Him saying, "Master, what shall I do to inherit eternal 
life?" He said unto him, "What is written in the law? How readest thou?" And he, answering said, "Thou 
shall love the Lord, thy God, with all thy heart and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with all 
thy mind and thy neighbor as thyself." And he said unto Him, "Thou hast answered right. This do and 
thou shalt live." 
James T. Jeremiah: 
And he willing to justify himself said unto Jesus, "And who is my neighbor?" Jesus answering, said, "A 
certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho and fell among thieves, which stripped him of his 
raiment and wounded him and departed, leaving him half-dead." Right there, we have an illustration for 
the need of evangelism. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
This parable presents three philosophies of life: philosophy of the robber and the lawyer who says 
"What the other man has, I want, and I will take it at any cost." Needless to say, there are many of his 
relatives still living in our world. There is the priest and the Levite who say, "What is mine is my own, 
and I am going to keep it for myself." We have a whole multitude of those people in our churches. But 
the proper attitude of life and the philosophy of life that we all want, though maybe sometimes we have 
a battle with it, is that of the Samaritan, which of course this person represents the Lord Jesus. "What is 
mine, God has given me. And I must use it for his glory." 
James T. Jeremiah: 
It's an interesting story from a number of standpoints. It begins and closes with a question. Verse 29, 
""who is my neighbor?" After the Lord Jesus told the story about this man who was in such a plight, he 
asked the man a question. He sort of used Yankee philosophy, answering a question by asking another 
one. And he said to him in verse 36, "which now of these three thinkest thou was neighbor unto him." 
Now, the need for evangelism, my judgment, is seen in the story of this man who went from Jerusalem 
to Jericho and fell among thieves for beyond any question of a doubt, he is an illustration of a sinner. He 
illustrates the condition that sinner's in. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
And I would like to give you several points that I have thought about as I have studied this a few times. 
And I am sure there are a lot of, all of them you have heard before and others, you can add to it that I 
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will not talk about. But it isn't without significance that the departure point of this man's journey was 
Jerusalem. Jerusalem is the city of peace, 'Salem', the city of peace. And so, to begin with here's a Jew 
who turns his back upon the city of the great king. And he walks down the road away from the city, 
departing from the place of peace. Now of course, every one of us in Adam have done that. We've 
turned our backs upon God, but let's not blame Adam for all of it. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
We've done it by our own deliberate decision; by our choice, by our actions, by our lives. And we speak 
of course of us as human beings, like all the rest who have turned their backs upon God. The way of 
peace, the word of God says, "They know not. There is no judgment in their goings. They have made 
them crooked paths and whosoever goeth therein shall not know peace." 
James T. Jeremiah: 
There's one thing I've observed about lost sinners. They are people without peace. They're not right with 
God. Many of them are not right with their fellow men. They're just without peace. And somehow if we 
can preach to them the Savior who is peace and get them to see that he solves that problem, we've 
made some progress. Here is a man then turning away from Jerusalem, departing, going from the city of 
the great king. Second thing is the direction he was traveling. It says he went down and that was not just 
kidding. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
The city of Jerusalem is 2,600 feet above sea level. And the city of Jericho is 1,300 feet below sea level. 
And when he went down, he did that within 18 miles, about that, from the city, almost going from one 
climate to another. One of the coolest places in the city is Jerusalem. One of the hottest places is 
Jericho. And he went down, the direction of those without peace, without God, is always down. In spite 
of the humanistic philosophies that hear today and have heard for many generations, about the only 
thing wrong with man is his environment and if you can change his environment, you can change the 
man. The only thing with that is it's not true, hasn't been true, never will be true. You can make a 
perfect environment for a man as we find illustrated in the end of the millennium. And when it's all over 
and peace is no longer the prevalent thing, Satan goes out and deceives them and they are in a sad way, 
down. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
I think that the people who have been for these many years trying to get human beings, sinners out of 
their awful plight by bringing them up out of environment must be the most discouraged people in the 
world, as they look on the scene today. It's always down. Sin always takes people down, never brings 
them up. Well, it's interesting to notice the place to which he was going, his destination. It was Jericho. 
And if you'll go back in your Bibles to the sixth chapter of the book of Joshua, in verse 26, you'll discover 
that God put a curse upon that city. And it's interesting to note in that chapter, as you probably have 
already discovered in Joshua 6:26, that the judgment was put upon here for a certain time. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
Joshua adjured them at that time saying, "cursed be the man before the Lord that riseth up and buildeth 
the city Jericho. He shall lay the foundation thereof, and his first born, and in his youngest son, shall he 
set up the gates of it." And when you read 1st Kings 16:34, you'll find that the prophecy was fulfilled. 
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And for some years, 500 years or more, the city of Jericho was a city under the curse, not rebuilt. And 
when it was rebuilt, it was rebuilt exactly as God said it would be in Joshua 6:26. It was the city of doom. 
Death passed upon all men for that all have sinned. I remember hearing a man say years ago, "If you can 
just get a man lost, it won't take him long to get saved." Well, they're lost and they're under the 
judgment of God. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
And I think we need to understand. I need to understand about you. But I need to understand the true 
condition of people without Jesus Christ. They're under the judgment of God as Jericho the city to which 
this man was traveling. The difference between the man who was going to Jericho and the men and 
women in this world without Christ is they're already under judgment and he was headed there. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
Well, it's interesting to note his disaster. He fell among thieves. As I read this story and think about the 
man, I think of him walking down this road, a very crooked, mountainous road. It was then, it is now, the 
new world even is, and you see him walking along the road and as he does, some others were walking 
there. And so it's a lonely place. I can imagine that he thought, 'Well, it's better to walk with somebody 
and the joy of their fellowship than it is to walk alone.' And so the Bible says really, "he fell in with 
thieves," Sin is like that, isn't it? Attractive, it has its deceitful aspects. The Bible speaks about being 
hardened through the deceitfulness of sin. It's attractive to people. So many people fall in with it 
because they have natures that respond to it. And here is a man who fell among thieves, almost like a 
fellow walking along, picking up a hitchhiker, you know, and here he is. The consequences of it all is 
disaster. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
I don't think any of us have the ability; certainly the only one who can do it is the spirit of God. But we 
ought to pray that God will use us somehow. And so preach the word and so live the gospel story and 
our experience with Him that somewhere along the way, we can present to people the terrible, awful, 
indescribable disaster of sin and what it does. Deceitful. It's like a boy playing with dynamite who 
doesn't know that it's dynamite and he just keeps cutting off the fuse, relighting it, re-cutting it until it 
blows his brains up. Wish we could impress kids with this, young people with this. Wish we could 
somehow get across to them that even Christian kids, Christian young people can't play with sin, can't 
fall in with thieves without having the awful consequences, the disaster that comes because of it. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
This man represents me in my lost state, for I was like this. It represents my relatives, my friends, 
without Christ. Many people think somehow that the glories of sin will pass away like a bad headache. 
And after a while it'll cure itself, everything will be well. I'm trying to point out, gentlemen, that our job 
in dealing with people is that we're dealing with a disastrous situation in life. When I left the pastorate 
some 22 years ago, I was having problems spending a lot of my time talking to people about problems. 
I'm not so sure I could go back into the pastorate now and live through it. 
 
